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Welcome to High School!  
                      

                                                                                                                            

Dear Student, 
 
You are about to begin four of the most memorable years of your life.  
We want to make sure these memories are filled with an abundance of 
learning, life-long friendships, personal growth, career knowledge, 
and goal setting.  As you begin your first year in high school, please 
remember that you have a support system of counselors, teachers, 
and administrators to help you make great strides, find success in the 
most difficult tasks, and enjoy this wonderful experience! 
 
School counselors will be available to assist you with academic and 
personal issues as well as to address your concerns about life after 
high school.  During the school year, they will visit your classrooms 
and work with you individually or in groups.  We hope to make your 
transitio n to high school a smooth and enjoyable one.   
 
This Freshman Planning Guide has been designed especially for you ɀ 
The Class of 2020.  It contains information essential for you to know 
as a new high school student in the Wake County Public School 
System.  Read it, take notes, highlight important details, complete the 
fun activities, and refer to it throughout the school year. 
 
We wish you the best of luck! 
 
Student Services Staff 
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 The Block Schedule    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Things to Remember*  
 

Exams 

 
Exams will be given during the final days of each semester.   

2016 ɀ 2017 
School Year 

Fall Semester 
August 28, 2016 ς January 19, 2017 

 
(Classes 1 ς 4) 

 

Spring Semester 
January 23, 2017 ς June 8, 2017 

 
(Classes 5 ς 8) 

 

1st Quarter 
 

August 28, 2016 ς 
October 30, 2016 

 

2nd Quarter 
 
November 1, 2016 ς 
January 19, 2017 
 

3rd Quarter 
 

January 23, 2017ς 
March 28, 2017 

 

4th Quarter 
 

April 95, 2017 ς  
June 8, 2017 

 

Report Cards Issued 
 

November 4, 2016 
  

 
 

Final Grades Issued  
 

June 9, 2017 
 

Report Cards Issued  
 

April 7, 2017 
 

Final Grades Issued  
 

February 3, 2017 
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General Information  
 

Graduation Requirements  
 
7ÁËÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 3ÙÓÔÅÍȭÓ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅ Á τ ÂÙ τ "ÌÏÃË ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Broughton, Enloe, Garner,and Millbrook. Broughton, Garner, and Millbrook operate on a 4-period A/B 
schedule.  These schedules allow students to earn eight credits each year of high school. Enloe operates on 
a 7-period daily schedule. Graduation from Apex, Apex Friendship, AthensDrive, Broughton, Cary, East Wake, 
Fuquay-Varina, Garner, Heritage High, Holly Springs, Knightdale, Green Hope, Leesville Road,Middle Creek, 
Millbrook, Panther Creek, Rolesville, Sanderson, Southeast Raleigh, Wake Forest, and Wakefield High 
Schoolsrequires completion of a minimum of 26 credits. 
 
¶ Students at Broughton High School must complete twenty-five hours of community service per year.  

 
¶ Students at the East Wake High Schools may have additional graduation requirements. 

 
¶ Students at Enloe, Longview, Phillips, Wake Early College of Health and Sciences, Wake STEM Early 
#ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ -ÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
Vernon Malone College & Career Academy entering 9th grade in 2009-2010 through 2011-2012 must 
complete 21 credits to graduate.  Students entering ninth grade for the first time in 2012-2013 and 
beyond are following the Future-Ready Core graduation requirements and must complete 22 credits to 
graduate. 

 
¶ Students who attend Southeast Raleigh Magnet High School must acquire four science credits and complete 

a graduation project in order to graduate.  
 

¶ Students in the Occupational Course of Study at all high schools must complete 22 credits, required work 
hours, and present a career portfolio to graduate. Students entering 9th grade in 2013-14 and prior must 
earn a total of 900 work hours.  Students entering in 2014-15 and later must earn a total of 700 work 
hours. The Occupational Course of Study is available at all high schools except Phillips, Wake Early 
College of Heath aÎÄ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅÓȟ 7ÁËÅ 34%- %ÁÒÌÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ 
7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ -ÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ ÁÎÄ 6ÅÒÎÏÎ -ÁÌÏÎÅ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ Ǫ #ÁÒÅÅÒ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȢ 

 
Students must satisfy all course, credit, and testing requirements for at least one diploma type in order to earn 
a diploma and must meet the graduation requirements that were in effect the year they entered ninth grade for 
the first time.   
 
NC Math I (formerly Algebra I/ Common Core Math 1) is a graduation requirement for all students. The only 
exception to this requirement is for students that have an Individual Education Program (IEP) that identifies 
them as Learning Disabled (LD) in math and states that the disability will prevent them from mastering the 
mathematical content in Math I and above. Once a student is exempt, the exemption holds until the student 
exits public school. Documentation of the exemption will be written in a present level of performance 
ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ )%0Ȣ  
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General Information                      (continued) 

High School Diploma Endorsement Information  

Students who complete all graduation requirements receive a diploma at graduation. Beginning with the 
graduating class of 2014-2015, students have the opportunity to earn Endorsements to their High School 
Diploma (GCS-L-007).  Students must meet all requirements set forth in State Board Policy GCS-N-ππτ Ȱ3ÔÁÔÅ 
'ÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎ 2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ ÒÅÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ Á ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÄÉÐÌÏÍÁȢ  %ÎÄÏÒÓÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÙ Á ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ÁÒÅÁ 
of focused study for students. Students may earn a Career Endorsement, a College Endorsement, a Global 
Languages Endorsement, and/or a North Carolina Academic Scholars Endorsement.  The requirements for 
each type of endorsement are listed on the following pages. 

 

Career Endorsement Requirements  College Endorsement 
Requirements  

¶ Student has completed the Future Ready Core 
mathematics sequence of NC Math I, NC Math II, NC 
Math III (or Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II) and a 
ÆÏÕÒÔÈ ÍÁÔÈ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÏÓÔ-
secondary plans.  

¶ Student has completed a CTE concentration in one 
of the approved CTE Cluster areas 
(http://www.ncpublicschools.org/cte/curriculum/ ) 

¶ Student has earned an unweighted GPA of at least 
2.6. 

¶ Student has earned at least one industry-recognized 
credential. 

Option 1: College Endorsement  
¶ Student has completed the Future Ready 

Core mathematics sequence of NC Math 

I, NC Math II, NC Math III (or Algebra I, 

Geometry, Algebra II) and a fourth math 

course that meets the University of 

North system Minimum Admission 

Requirements or meets the North 

#ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 3ÙÓÔÅÍȭÓ 

Multiple Measures Placement policy. 

¶ Student has earned an unweighted GPA 
of at least 2.6. 

Option 2: College/UNC Endorsement  
¶ Student has completed the Future Ready 

Core mathematics sequence of NC Math 
I, NC Math II, NC Math III (or Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II) and a fourth math 
course that meets the University of 
North system Minimum Admission 
Requirements. 

¶ Student has completed three units of 
science including at least one physical 
science, one biological science and one 
laboratory science course, which must 
include either physics or chemistry. 

¶ Student has completed two units of a 
world language. 

¶ Student has earned an unweighted GPA 
of at least 2.5. 

 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/cte/curriculum/
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General Information                      (continued) 
 

High School Diploma Endorsement Information (Continued)  
 

Global Languages Endorsement 

¶ The student shall earn a combined 2.5 GPA for the four English Language Arts courses 

required for graduation. 

¶ The student shall establish proficiency in one or more languages in addition to English, 

using one of the options outlined below and in accordance with the guidelines developed by 

the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. 

o Pass an external exam approved by the North Carolina Department of Public 

)ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ,Ï×ȱ ÐÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÏÒ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) proficiency scale. 

o Complete a four-course sequence of study in the same world language, earning an 

overall GPA of 2.5 or above in those courses. 

o %ÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÍÅÄÉÁÔÅ ,Ï×ȱ ÐÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÏÒ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ !#4&, ÐÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÓÃÁÌÅ 

using the Credit by Demonstrated Mastery policy described in GCS-M-001. 

¶ Limited English Proficiency students shall complete all the requirements above and reach 

Ȱ$ÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇȱ ÐÒÏÆÉÃÉÅÎÃÙ ÐÅÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA) 

proficiency scale in all four domains on the most recent state identified English language 

proficiency test. 
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General Information                      (continued) 
 

High School Diploma Endorsement Information (Continued)  
 

North Carolina Scholar Endorsement  
Students who complete the requirements for this academically challenging high school program are named 

North Carolina Academic Scholars and receive special recognition, including a seal attached to their 

diplomas.  Students Must:  
1. Complete all the requirements of the North Carolina Academic Scholars Program. 
2. Have an overall four-year un-weighted grade point average of 3.500. 
3. Complete all requirements for a North Carolina high school diploma. 

Credits  Courses 
4 English:  English I, II, III, IV 
4 Mathematics:  NC Math I, II, III, and a higher level math course with NC Math III as prerequisite. 
3 Science: Physics or Chemistry, Biology, and Earth/Environmental Science 
4 Social Studies:  World History, American History I & II, and American History:  The Founding 

Principles, Civics & Economics 
1 Health and Physical Education 
6 Two (2) elective credits in a second language required for the UNC SystemFour  

(4) elective credits constituting a concentration recommended from one of the following: Career 
and Technical Education (CTE), JROTC, Arts Education, Second Languages, any other subject area 

3 Three higher level courses taken during the junior and/or senior years which carry 5 or 6 quality points, such as: 
-AP / IB-Dual or college equivalent course 
-Advanced CTE/CTE credentialing courses 
-On-line courses 
-Other honors or above designated courses 

OR 
2 Two higher level courses taken during the junior and/or senior years which carry 5 or 6 quality points, such as: 

-AP / IB-Dual or  college equivalent course 
-Advanced CTE/CTE credentialing courses 
-On-line courses 
-Other honors or above designated courses 
&  Completion of The North Carolina Graduation Project 

Total 
Credits 

25 or 24+ NCGP 

 
 
 
Students engaging in Extended Content Standards can earn a graduation certificate and be allowed to 
participate in graduation exercises if the students complete twenty credits by general subject area 
and complete all IEP requirements. 

 
Future-Ready Core graduation requirements are on the following pages and can also be found on 
.ÏÒÔÈ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÁȭÓ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ 0ÕÂÌÉÃ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔȡ  
http://www.nc publicschools.org/gradrequirements 
 
 
 

 

9th  Grade 
Entry Date  
2012 -2013+ 

++ 
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Future Ready Core Course of Study 

Graduation Requirements  
 

FUTURE READY CORE 
For Ninth Graders Entering in 2013 -2014  

Content Area Course Name Credit(s)  
English  English I,II,III,IV  4 
Mathematics  NC Math 1***, NC Math 2, NC Math 3  

OR 
Algebra 1***, Geometry, Algebra 2  
 
AND 
 
τÔÈ -ÁÔÈ #ÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÏÓÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
plans.*  
 
In the rare instance a principal exempts a student from the FRC math sequence, the student would be 
required to pass NC Math 1, NC  Math 2, and two other application - based math courses. 

4 
 

Science A Physical Science course, Biology, & an Earth/ Environmental 
Science course 

3 (4)  

Social Studies World History (or AP World History) , American History 1: The 
Founding Princi ples & American History II (or AP US History &  One 
Additional Social Studies Course ),  and Civics & Economics 

4 

World  Language None Required  (Not required for graduation. Required to meet 
Minimum Application Requirements, MAR, for the UNC System. ) 

0 

Health & Physical Education  Healthful Living  1 
Specific Electives 2 Elective credits of any combination from either:  

¶ Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
¶ Arts Education 
¶ World Languages 

 
 4 Elective credits strongly recommended  
      (Four course concentratio n) from one of the following:  
¶ Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
¶ JROTC 
¶ Arts Education (e.g. dance, music, theater arts, visual arts) 
¶ Any other subject area (e.g. mathematics, science, social studies, 

English, or cross disciplinary) 

6 

Other  Non ɀ Specified WCPSS 4 (3)  
Total Credits Required   26, 22* 
(  )  Denotes elective credits needed for Southeast Raleigh High School.  
*     Denotes credits needed for Enloe, Longview, Phillips, Wake Early College of Health an d Sciences, Wake STEM Early College, Wake 
YÏÕÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ -ÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙȟ ÁÎÄ Vernon Malone College and Career Academy.  
 
Additional Graduation Requirements  

¶ Broughton High School students must complete 25 hours of community service per year. 
¶ East Wake High Schools may have additional graduation requirements. 
¶ Four science credits are required, for graduation, at Southeast Raleigh Magnet High School. 
¶ Two World Language credits are required for most college admissions. 

***N.C.G.S. 115C-81(b) allows exceptions for students who have an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) that identifies them as Learning Disabled in math and states that the disability will prevent them from 
mastering Algebra I and above. 
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End-Of-Course Tests, VOCATS, Other State Required Exams, & Final Exams 
 

 
 

End-Of-Course exams (EOCs) are designed by the state to measure your achievement in a particular subject area.  

The exam is cumulative and covers the material you will learn throughout the course. EOCs are averaged as 25% of 

your final grade and are mandatory for the following courses:  

 

1. Biology  

2. NC Math 1 

3. English II 

 

 VOCATS - Career and Technical Education (CTE) post assessments are exams administered at the conclusion 

of each CTE course.  These exams cover material you will learn throughout the course.  All CTE post assessments 

are averaged as 20% of your final grade.  

 

Other State Required  Exams are measures of student learning. These exams are standardized and will be in place 

for most other, with the exception of EOC and VOCATS, courses in high school. These exams will be standard across 

the state and will be averaged as 20% of your final grade. 

 

Teacher Made Exams will be administered for all courses without an EOC, VOCATS, or Other State Required 

Exams. These exams will be averaged as 20% of your final grade.  

Promotion to the 10th Grade  

 

Apex, Apex Friendship , Athens Drive, Broughton , Cary, East Wake, Fuquay-Varina, Garner, Green Hope, Heritage, Holly Springs, 
Knightdale, Leesville Road, Middle Creek, Millbrook, P anther Creek,   Rolesville,  Sanderson, Southeast Raleigh, Wake Forest, and 
Wakefield High School:  
 
You must earn six (6) credits to be promoted to the 10th grade on the block schedule. 

¶ 1 credit must be English I 

¶ 2 credits must be in Math, Science, or Social Studies 

¶ 3 additional credits must be earned 

 

Longview, Phillips, Wake Early College of Health and Sc iences, Wake 34%- %ÁÒÌÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ -ÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 
Academy, 7ÁËÅ 9ÏÕÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ !ÃÁÄÅÍÙ, and Vernon Malone College and Career Academy: 
 

You must earn four (4) credits to be promoted to the 10th grade. 

¶ 1 credit must be English I 

¶ 2 credits must be in Math, Science, or Social Studies 

¶ 1 additional credits must be earned 

 

Enloe:  

 

You must earn four (5) credits to be promoted to the 10th grade. 

¶ 1 credit must be English I 

¶ 2 credits must be in Math, Science, or Social Studies 

¶ 2 additional credits must be earned 
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Attendance  
Learning Happens In School  

 

 
 

 

} Wake County policy  6000.8  indicates that  at the secondary level 

cumulative absences above ten  (10) in a block course (twenty (20) 
in a full -year course) are excessive. After five (5) days of 
accumulated absences in one or more block courses, (ten (10) in a 
full -year course) there will be school -determined, expectations -
based intervention to help t he student improve his or her 
attendance. The intervention will involve parents. After ten (10) 
days of accumulated absences in a block course (twenty (20) in a 
full -year course) and failure to meet previously -determined 
expectations, the student will be s ubject to failure, retention, or 
summer school.  
 

} Two (2)  absences in a block scheduled class are like missing 4 days 

of learning.  


